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Kumi is as tall as Beth.
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Emma is taller than Beth.
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Emma is the tallest of the three.
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early earlier earliest
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O llike soccer better than baseball. (—p.262)

| | Next, Putting it into Action!
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Japan is as large as Germany.
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® My cousin is as old as I (@am). Gh\OWL\ETIFFAERIVETR)
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® My cousin is as old as me. FLOV\ETFRAERVES)
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e Hiromi is as good a singer as her sister.
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X The climate here is as mild as Okinawa.

A B
O The climate here is as mild as that of Okinawa.
=the climate
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(@) Mark is as old as John.

(b) Mark is as young as John.
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(c) Sarah is taller than Aki.
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Eri speaks English as fluently as a native speaker.
TURRAT 4 TAE—H—ERULBVHASE & S ICRERET .
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Using Grammar in Context uniT 10 LEBR

The Size and the Population of Countries

(Leah is an exchange student from Germany. She is living with Mai’s family.)

Leah : What are you doing, Mai?

Mai : I'm learning about the size and the population of different countries around the
world. For example, do you think Iaggn is as large as France?

Leah : Hmm ... I'm not sure. Japan and Europe are on separate pages in atlases, so I can’t
compare them easily. é;;f you tell me which is the bigger of the two, then?

Mai : Yes. lv:rgrglce is about twice as big as Japan. Then, how about Germany? Do you
think .faggn is not as big as Germany?

Leah : I thought fa;;?;ln was smaller than France, and ... I should know about it, because I'm
from Germany ... but I’'m not sure.

Mai : Look! They are similar in size, but .Ta}t);;m is a little larger than Germany. By the
way, ;gﬁsspeak English as fluently as you speak German. How can you speak two
languages so well?

Leah : Well, é:aerzman people usually learn English faster than Japanese people, because
German and English are similar languages. So, for us, lvellsrgning English needs less
time than learning Japanese. In contrast, Japanese is very different from English
and German. That’s why Iv51117g111sh is much easier than Japanese for German speakers.

Mai : [ envy you. Now then, do you know v'vlgei‘éﬁ?:éuntry is the biggest?

Leah : [ think Iv{:lss“sia is the largest country in the world.

Mai : Correct! And éygada is the second largest country.

Leah : [ knew that! But what about the populations? Do many people live in those
countries?

Mai : Actually, not in most of the largest countries, except China. E?flﬁla has by far the
largest population among those countries. Can you guess how many people live in
China?

Leah : I don’t know, but I'\Eguld imagine that at least one billion people live there.

Mai : Close! I(/Ig?e than 1.3 billion people live in China.

Leah : Really? Does that mean Ivngarse people live in China than in any other country in the
world?

Mai : Yes. That’s right.

Leah : What about the U.S.? Doesn’t that country have a large population?

Mai : The U.S. comes third, but Efffna has a much bigger population than the U.S. OK,
next: do you know how many people live in Russia?

183
Leah : I have no idea— Oh, no! [ don’t want to play this game any longer! Probably about
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nine hundred million?
Mai : Surprisingly, only one hundred and forty million people live in Russia. It is
interesting to learn about the population and the size of different countries, isn’t it?
I’'m studying geography at school, and t'h1e75‘}nore I learn about geography, the more I
like it. Ivtfi‘nk geography is the most interesting of all the subjects.
Leah : Really? [ B;gfer literature to geography. To me, Ivlc;%ing is as enjoyable as reading
books.
Mai : No wonder you always carry books around with you. And I noticed ;(;35 can read
English books fastest in the class. You really like books, don’t you?
Leah : Yes, I love books! And B(;Z)?(s are more and more interesting to me these days.
Look! "Hﬁg is the most interesting book I have ever read.
Mai : What is it?

The World'’s Largest Countries in area
(M4£%7 : square kilometers)
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(Source: CI4 The World Factbook)
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(a) He is three years older [younger] than me.
(o) He is older [younger] than me by three years.
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Flc, ST VEBMEEIERED senior/junior [, AHe is three years senior [junior] to me. D& SIC
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She was two years senior [junior] to me at college.
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