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Asimov’s Vision of Future Education

Recently | stumbled upon a collection of short stories written in the 1950s by legendary science-fiction
writer Isaac Asimov. One of the stories was entitled “The Fun They Had.” It takes place in the year 2157, two
hundred years in the future from 1957. A girl discovers an antique object in the attic of her house called a
“book,” created during a time when stories were printed on paper. She views this thing as “a waste” since
everyone uses a “television screen” which contains a million books or more. Surprisingly, Asimov had
already predicted a personal electronic reading device back in
the 1950s. Furthermore, the story talks about the outdated
concept of “going to school,” because in the year 2157,
children are taught by a robot “teacher” in the home—there
are no “human teachers” anymore, since the robot teacher
has more knowledge than any human teacher could possibly
have. Every student’s educational needs are individually
tailored to by the robot teacher. Students are no longer
taught the same thing at the same time in a building called a
“school.” The students, however, envy students of the old
days who had fun by interacting with each other at this place. EECEHA5R N
Today, we should be careful to hold on to the face-to-face human communication that Asimov so
clearly saw the people of the future stand to lose.

Hz<zE3 7 IEITDHEWERREOHS

i, FESFROEEZAFwT - PYETICK>T 1950 ERICENNCER/IGHERE, cFleFHOKHHY
FUlco ZOUIMED 1 DICEF, [BDEULHM (The Fun They Had)] * EWS 94 MU IFENTWVE LIZ, D
WEEF, (BRRSNIE) 1957 FEDRFRNS 200 FED 2157 FZEHEEELTVET, H2PLh, BEDERETT D
DBEERZFRBUFEIN, ZNEYEBEBIMRCEIRISNTOERICESNTULE [K] EWSBDTUR. AxlE, In
Z [\BERBD] EZERAFT, BERS, RLZOFATEHHEDNHE LU LOAZIEFLTCVWD [T EBHE] ZF->
TWBNS5TYT, BLcZ LIS, PYETIFITIC 1950 FRICBARDEF v 7 U -9 —imRkDEBZ AL TWLC
DTY, &TBIC, TOYEERF EFITD] ELSFCENDZEZICHENRLTVWET, £VWDS0DH, 2157 FIClF, F&E
BleBEFEETORY hD [HED (CXDFEEZITTVDINSTI—Dh(FP [ABDHEN HEELBZVLDIE, ORwY
RETDIF SN, EARANBOHEEITHARIIFIIETCERVEEDEDIHZFT > TVDIEHTY . ZNZENDERENNE
ETBRHERNSIF, ORy MERICK > TERIICHAERINE T, £iElF, BIEY [ZR] EHEN2EYT, BUHREZ
BEICHZOSNZEFH Y FEBA. ZNUTHMIDBTY, E£iEeb(E, BUBRTHEEWVICRT 2T EAEUATL
EEDEFIEBZESISPEUSBVE T, SICEETDIEBIE, KRERODAEBENEK>TUESHIBULNBVETFVETH
BPRUCABELTORBGRIZ 12— 3V EAEICT DRI, DEEDINETLL S,

*SFUNGRIEMRE [HhEKFZEEHTULISIFLY (Earth Is Room Enough) ] (RIIISZEE) 1ClF [ERUI] WD YA MU TUER

FHERULBEY  £160.0023 REEIHERAENE 4-15-3 (ERFBERHEL I 3 S

HEJEE=ZJE  TEL:03-5302-7010 FAX:03-5302-7031 www.kirihara.co.jp




