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Old Movies in a New Light

There are some American films that appear on Japanese cable TV which | have not seen since my
childhood. A second viewing after so many years often holds surprises. The movies of course have not
changed; | have. Recently | “re-watched” a 1978 romantic comedy set in San Francisco. One thing that
surprised me about the film was the fact that nobody was using a cellphone; they weren't available to most
people for practical use. People relied on public pay phones much more than they do today. Similarly, if you
view the original “Mission: Impossible” (1996) now, you might
smile when you see Tom Cruise flaunting an “M.0.” (Magneto
Optical) disk—obsolete storage media which at the time was
state of the art. As technology advances, we find even
futuristic science-fiction movies like the original “Blade
Runner” and “Alien” lagging behind our times—the round
and bulky CRT displays we see can’t disguise their 1980s
origin. The films that seem to stand the test of time are
historical epics such as “Amadeus” and “Lawrence of Arabia”.
They were meant to depict a distant past from the outset, so
they are in a sense timeless, much more so than a film
showing modern-day life in the 1990s. All movies, however, by intention or not, eventually become
time machines. We can travel back to our youth and visit a world which no longer exists.
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