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Rediscovering the Great Writers

Now that the intensely hot summer of 2018 has become a fading memory and cool autumn
temperatures are upon us, many people may be interested in staying indoors and cuddling up
with a good book. Indeed, | find the Japanese expressions “the autumn of reading” and the
“autumn of good appetite” to be charming, as if the season lends itself to those luxurious
pursuits.

Lately | have been reading the brilliant short stories of Herman
Melville. | have been surprised at the modernity of this 19th century
American writer; his prose is just as clear, powerful and relevant in
the 21st century as it was when | first encountered Melville in high
school—as many Americans do through his epic masterpiece
Moby-Dick.

Now that | am closer to the age Melville was when he wrote
those stories, they make much more sense to me and appeal to my
middle-aged temperament. This is all thanks to bookstores. Going

into a physical bookstore now seems to be a rare activity for many in
this age of digital books, but there is something awe-inspiring about
standing before paper volumes of the great masters of literature in a
physical space. We can be in the presence of history’s geniuses,
preserved forever and ready for us to explore and revive their
thoughts once again.
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