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Every teacher is so friendly and helpful, and | enjoy studying
English more than | thought. Thanks to their help, my English
skills are getting better day by day. =
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All of my classes have just finished. | can’t believe that a
week has passed. Time flies so fast. First of all, I'm really
happy to get this kind of opportunity to study English. Thank
you for our teachers, you always make efforts not only to
teach English but to encourage us. Because of that, | got
courage to communicate to foreign people. And | also thank
my batchmate. Thanks to you. | enjoyed spending time here in
Cebu. We enjoyed having meals and drinking beer together. It
was a great experience for me. Finally, I'm going to leave
Cebu early in the next morning. I'm so sad to leave. But |
promise, I" ll be back soon. God bless you, thank you.
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Obon Days in the City

For foreigners living in Japan, Obon can be a strange time. While many urban Japanese return
to their hometown to take part in the Obon “rites”, foreigners who choose to remain in Japan
must find other things to do in a strangely deserted city.

In the highly structured life of Japan, Obon offers me a bit of freedom to pursue my hobbies.
In recent years | have discovered the pleasure of writing in a high-quality notebook in cafes. It's

not so much what | write that matters; simply the sensation of
forming cursive letters with a fountain pen on fine paper is
pleasurable and surprisingly relaxing. Over an iced coffee | can
spend a few hours (if | can find a seat) transferring random
thoughts onto paper.

| have noticed that in the past several years, the art of
hanging out in cafes has caught on in Japan among not only
young people plugged into their laptops but also older folks S e
seeking an air-conditioned environment outside their home. ' QST
Reflecting upon August’s somber anniversaries of the atomic bombings and the end of the Pacific
War, one can focus on creating a better future not just for oneself but for others in world. But just
as one gets used to the heat and humidity, summer is over. As Shakespeare wrote, “Summer’s
lease hath all too short a date”.
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