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Retro Cool

One nice thing about getting older is seeing how the past can get better and better as time
goes by. Some things take on a completely different character. Let me give you a few examples.
Some young people today like searching for vinyl records (also cassette tapes!) and old film
cameras because they want to experience “analogue life”. In this digital age, all our media is
synthetic and lacks organic “warmth”. Young women in particular are also appreciating writing
in fine paper notebooks because they find their own smartphones
and tablets too impersonal and cold. Young people are also drawn
to “retro foods”. Even though they have never experienced “Showa
era curry” since they were born in the Heisei era, they have a desire
to try it. Rather than seeking nostalgia, they want to have a “retro
cool” moment. | wonder if they also experiment with a “retro way of
thinking” just for the fun of it. Do they sometimes try to remember
something with their brains rather than doing a Google search?
Some of us remember the days when we had to rely on our own
“organic” memory to remember the name of an old movie or actor.
How old-fashioned, you may say. So, what was the first name of the
character acted by Leonardo DiCaprio in the 1997 film Titanic? No
Googling is allowed.
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