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Is April really the “cruellest month” ?

In one of the most famous poems in the English language, T. S. Eliot writes, “April is the
cruellest month.” I've often wondered what that means. At first glance, one might think this line
has nothing to do with Japan, where April is a time of new beginnings.

Everything seems to change overnight, and to many, it can all be overwhelming. New shops
pop up suddenly, students eagerly await the new school year, employees fresh out of school

start their new jobs. The term shinseikatsu—literally “a new life"—
is typically Japanese and heard throughout the month.

The “cruelty” of April, | suspect, at least in the Japanese context,
lies in the shared awareness that this “newness” is always
short-lived, as ephemeral as the blossoms on the cherry trees.

In the midst of this temporary excitement, those of us who were
born in the Showa era may feel a bit envious of the younger folks.
But the glories of April eventually do fade, and | am reminded of
the last words of the 1970 American war movie Patton: “All glory is
fleeting.”

Even so, somehow | believe that we need not confine all our
glory to a certain season or time of life. It can come at any time, and
if we choose to welcome it, new glory will manifest in due course.
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