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The Shinkansen Experience

No matter how many times you have ridden on it, the Shinkansen always remains a special mode
of transportation. Even the electric hum of the parked trains on the platform seems special. There is
always an air of excitement before you reach the platform. The selection of your ekiben is a matter
of prime importance. You can feel the seriousness of travelers as they go through the station’s
shops looking for their exclusive cold-rice lunch for the day. This air of “specialness” goes on. Have
you ever noticed that the cleaning staff bow at the Shinkansen as it approaches the platform? They
are paying the utmost respect to the train, or perhaps to the passengers who are fortunate enough
to be in it. Once on board, you can relax. Even the recorded English announcements are relaxing—
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the woman’s voice seems to be a strange blend of
American, British and Australian English, and she reminds
me of the good old Showa days, when the Shinkansen was
still a new thing. As you watch the cityscape give way to
the rice fields, rivers and mountains of the countryside,
you feel that you have seen this a hundred times and
wonder about the lives of the people you see. You are just
passing through their world on the way to another place, : - p— ;
to another memory of another vacation which has just - .
begun or is about to end. BEA N ERER
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