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Japan’s Great Pens

Since | work as a proofreader/copy editor for most of the day, | have come to seek out the best
tools for my work. In our office we still rely on pen and pencil to edit our galley proofs, and luckily
for me, Japan offers the world’s finest selection of stationery goods. Foreign visitors to Tokyo are
often astounded, as | continue to be, at the sheer variety of pens, mechanical pencils and
notebooks available in stores. | must confess that | have become something of a pen snob as a
result. My preferred editing pen is the Uni-ball Signo 0.38mm, which is ideal for creating fine lines,
letters and proofreader’s marks. Recently, I've been using an erasable blue ink MUJI 0.4 “Needle
Ball Pen” when there is a chance the editing marks might be changed. For a cheap but reliable daily

writing pen, nothing beats a black ink Pilot G-3 Gel pen,
also 0.38mm. The international reputation of these and
many other Japanese pens becomes clear when you see
the various YouTube reviews on them.

Why does this country have such an obsession with
developing such great pens? | think it has to do with the
importance Japan continues to place on good handwriting,
even in our digital device-dominated age. Viva the pen!
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