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My fascination with old film cameras

For a long time | couldn’t understand the fascination middle-aged men seemed to have for old film
cameras. My friend would often invite me to dinner after looking through the used camera shops in
Nakano. Why were there only old guys there? One day | bought an old camera from the junk section
for 500 yen. It was a Konica C35 EF and it needed a bit of cleaning. | bought some 35mm film and put
it into the camera, which was manufactured in 1975. | took a few cityscape photos during my walks
around Tokyo. | was pleasantly surprised by the results. There was a nostalgic quality to the photos
that was quite different from a digital image.

After a while | realized | was living in the camera mecca
of the world. People from many different countries come to
Tokyo to find these old cameras that were made by Japan's
famous camera companies during the Showa Era. One can
sense the passion of the Japanese designers who were
taking on the likes of Leica. And in many respects, they
surpassed the high standards set by that iconic German
camera maker. | suppose it is good to know that after 40 or
even 50 years, a camera can still work perfectly. Like me,
EROEESAETRY (EEAAS : 1= C35EF) they have not outlived their usefulness.
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