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The 5 p.m. Chime on Tanegashima

When | first came to Japan in 1992, | lived on a southern island called Tanegashima. Everything was
new to me back then. With my limited Japanese, even ordering a bento at Hokka-Hokka Tei was a
small adventure.

| lived with my aunt and uncle in the downtown area of Nishi-no-omote, the largest city on the
island. | was curious about something that happened each day at 5 p.m. There were huge speakers on
a tower near our apartment. Every evening, music from the speakers played for 30 seconds. It was
the same sad and lonely song, and the sound echoed through the streets. What was that song? And
why did they play it at 5 p.m. every day? What did it mean?

Much later, | learned the song is called “Yuyake Koyake,” and it tells children that it is time to go
home. R -

I am much older now, but I still live in Japan, in Tokyo, and they
play the same tune here at 5. The interesting thing is that | don’ t
hear it all the time. It depends on the weather conditions. But
sometimes, when the wind is just right, | can hear that familiar
melody again. And it reminds me of those bittersweet days on the
island when | was a younger man wondering what | was doing in
Japan, and where | would go next.
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